She filled her life with hogs and adventure 
Gloria Jean Rife - LaBeau, 58 



Gloria LaBeau loved Harley-Davidson hogs - ceramic and metallic. Her house was filled with them. 
Her favorite was her green 1969 Electra Glide. 

It was tough, like her. 

"Some would say it was a bad color, but she loved it," her husband, Joel, said. "She was kind of tough, firm about what she said - and she stuck to her guns. She didn't give up easy." 

Gloria LaBeau, died Thursday at Genesys Hospice Care Center in Goodrich. She was 58 and had been diagnosed with cancer. 

Behind the toughness were a soft touch and an adventurous streak. The mother of two boys and three girls was a certified scuba diver, liked whitewater rafting and wanted to skydive. 

"She liked all that wild stuff," her husband said. "She was good-hearted. Once you got to know her, she'd do anything for you." 

Not even a hurricane could stop her. The couple rode motorcycles to the Florida Keys in 1989. 

On the way back, they ran into Hurricane Hugo. 

"We looked funny going down the road," Joel LaBeau said. 

Gloria LaBeau was born March 27, 1944, in Flint. She worked as a truck driver and as a billing clerk for Delphi for 25 years and was a member of UAW Local 651. 

She also was a fixer. She built a motorcycle from spare parts. And when the front end of her car wasn't quite right, she rebuilt it. 

"She took it off and put a new one on," her husband said. "I came home and I couldn't believe it. She was a pretty good mechanic." 

The one thing she couldn't fix was her health. But after being diagnosed with cancer last February, she fixed her loved ones' reaction to the disease. 

"She was strong through the whole thing," Joel LaBeau said. "I was trying to keep her spirit up, but she kept mine up." 

She also leaves children Donna Russell, Shannon Griffith, Shawn Griffith, Brandy Pastor and Christine Teare; sister Delores Honaker; cousin Billie Loper; and several grandchildren. 

A memorial service will be held at 6 p.m. today at Swartz Funeral Home, 1225 W. Hill Road.
